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Answer:

Ok. Fain H. Pool. F-A-I-N H. P-O-O-L.

Question:

And your address.

Answer:
4718 82nd Avenue Court West. Spell out Court, C-O-U-R-T (laughs). University
Place, Washington, 98466-2319.
Question:
Great. Um ok, and I couldn't raise my, I watched part of your, I had a little half
hour free so I thought I'd go inside and given you a little presentation, and I couldn't raise my
hand at the beginning (laughs), but I could by the end.
Answer:

Good.

Question:
In, lets start out, 'cause I'll go back and ask you some specifics of it, but
Reader's Digest version, what was Project Aphrodite?
Answer:
It was a um, a project to use war weary B-17's as flying missiles. Strip
everything out of them except the pilot's seat and load them with 22,000 pounds of Torpex or
RDX. It had other names I guess, but it was the most potent explosive prior to the atom
bomb. And to fly these bombers, ah, into the missile sites, ah that were launching the missiles
into London. And they were developing a new missile supposedly to strike New York,
Washington D.C., and large cities, they would be ballistic missiles, of course. But um,
Aphrodite was concerned with the missile launch sites in France that the Germans had built
and were launching missiles against England, and especially against London. They had the V1Buzz bombs and the V2, which was a ballistic missile, much like our Atlas missile, which was
developed from that V2 which was launched vertically and came down indiscriminately
(laughs) on England and especially London.
Question:

How come we then, had to use planes then?

Answer:
We didn't have any missiles, and ah so we were going to make missiles out of
our war weary B-17's, have a pilot take it off, set it up on automatic pilot, and ah, the
automatic pilot would then be controlled by a mother ship flying at a higher altitude, and the
mother ship would control the baby ship to the target and dive it in and obliterate it, hopefully.
But that never happened (laughs) unfortunately.
Question:

So this was our, basically our early day guided cruise missile.

Answer:

Right. It was our early day guided cruise missile.

Question:

A little Yankee ingenuity?.

Answer:

Yeah.

Question:

Do you know who came up with the idea, or how they came up with this idea?

Answer:
Well the, um, Spaatz, General Spaatz gets credit for coming up with it I'm sure.
I'm sure he had inputs from some of his staff and ah, of course Wright field ah, was working
on similar projects, and they came in and worked on Aphrodite, of course. And Eglund Air
Force Base was a test base there for guided missiles. Ah, guided bombs primarily, we didn't
have any missiles, we had guided bombs, glide bombs. But ah, they were way ahead of us as
far as missiles go. We had rockets of course, but uh, they were launched from aircraft
primarily or from ships.
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Question:

You say, were they or weren't they successful, the Aphrodites?

Answer:

They were not successful.

Question:

Never, we didn't hit a target?

Answer:
No, we never did hit one, get one actually on the target. Close, but not close
enough (laughs) to play horseshoes even (laughs).
Question:

These sound like pretty big fire crackers you're dealing with.

Answer:
They were the biggest detonations in England, or in Europe in World War II. You
know, they didn't use the atom bombs in Europe they used them in Japan. But these were the
biggest and most potent explosives used in the European Theatre. And course, couple of them
hit in England, at least one of them. One of them hit the ground in England the other one blew
up in the air. The rest of them hit near the target or out in the English channel or the North Se
Answer:
They went out of control and for some reason, you know, spun into the English
channel or the North Sea out of control.
Question:

Now what was your duty?

Answer:
My duty was to take it off, make take-off, climb up to 2,000 feet, and set it up
on automatic pilot, get it fine tuned and fly a rectangular pattern to show, or demonstrate,
that the mother ship was in control of my airplane. And I put it in a dive with the automatic
pilot and then I armed this load of 25,000 pounds of Torpex manually and electrically. And I
bailed out. And ah, I had difficulty getting my elevator control to work so I had to descend a
little at a time to 1,200 feet before it would start working right. So by the time I put it in a
dive and I got it armed and got out, I was so low that it was only 45 seconds from the time I
left the airplane 'til I hit the ground. That didn't give me much time to maneuver my
parachute, and I was trying to maneuver that sucker because I was tracking down big super
structure high lines, you know power lines. And I thought sure I was going into them. I said to
myself, well fry my hide, here's the way I'm gonna die (laughs). But I missed it by about six
feet or ten feet or something like that.
Question:

So once you jumped, how much further was your plane supposed to go?

Answer:
Oh, ah, three or four hundred miles, I guess, about three hundred miles I think.
The missile sites that were the target were on the Pas De Calais Peninsula of France. Just
across the English Channel from, oh I can't... the white cliffs of Dover, I guess. I can't
remember the name of our departure point, Orfordness, I think. But from Orfordness to the
target which was Watten, we had about four missile sites, Watton, Le Moixe, I don't even
know how to pronounce them. They're in the book but I can't remember the names of them
now. (interrupted, inaudible) But there were four different missile sites that we were after,
and missile launch sites. And course we were also thinking of using them on sub pens because
bombs hadn't been effective against the submarine pens but we figured we could fly an
airplane into the sub pens and blow 'em up then that would wipe out their sub pens. It was a
good idea but we just couldn't get 'em. (laughs) Couldn't fine tune 'em, to get 'em into there.
We missed, we'd hit short or over or to the right or to the left.
Question:

How many did they fly off, how many planes do you know?
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Answer:
Um... Initially we had ten but I think they added a few, and I, it's in the book,
but I can't remember. You see, once I left the program, or once all of us left the program then
we were through. Once we bailed out we were through with the project unless we wanted to
go back and find out. And of course we all did. I kept going back to Nedeshall (Nedingham?)
when I'd get a 48-hour pass, I would go to Nedeshall (Nedingham?) instead of going to
London because all my old buddies were there and Aphrodite was still going. And I'd get
information from them, and that's the only way 'cause it was top-secret, I couldn't even tell
my crew, my, where I'd been or what I'd been doing. And I never did until 25 years later when
the book came out.
Question:

Boy that must have been kind of tough, I mean...

Answer:
(laughs).

Well it wasn't tough, you know, you're sworn to secrecy so you zip your lip

Question:

But I mean, you're just are in a conversation and you have to think.

Answer:
Yeah I had to, it was hard on me really to have to tell my crew members, my
old buddies -- hell I was closer to them than anybody, in England at least -- to not to be able
to explain why I hadn't been around for the last six weeks. Maybe I had been in jail I guess
(laughs), I don't know, they probably did. I never thought about that much but no, I never
could really tell them where I'd been.
Question:
Now describe to me, I already heard you (inaudible) little bit, but describe to me
getting in the plane you're sitting there ready to start this up and take off, what it looks like
around you and what you have and for cargo.
Answer:
Well um, we had to crawl through the navigator's hatch and um, we had um, a
backpack and a chest pack, course we didn't have them on when we climbed on board we put
them on after we got on board. But ah, the ah pilot seat was surrounded by all these wooden
boxes of Torpex. And they were wrapped with dynamite cord so they would all go off at once
you know, rather than a few at a time and maybe some of them not go off at all. But we had
17 of the boxes scattered strategically through the load that had the arming pins in 'em, just
like the pins in a regular bomb, traditional bomb. And ah, you know, you've got a pin with a
hole in it and a wire going through it and as long as that wire's in there it's safe. You can hit it
and it isn't going to go off. But you pull that wire out of there and you hit it, it's going to go
off. Well that, that's the type and we had 17 of them scattered throughout the load and they
were all directed together to a Rube Goldburg handle they had but pulling 17 of those suckers
took a brute strength so I had to put my foot up against the bulkhead and really yank on it to
get the arming wires out. And then, I armed it electrically. The dynamite cord came up to a
panel of tumbler switches, an electrical panel and ah, I threw a switch and there was a little
light underneath each tumbler, and they had already tumbled the red light would come on.
Well you just forgot about it, you didn't plug it in because it would blow up in your face if you
did. And I think that's maybe what happened to Kennedy. But then, you throw the switch and
if the lights don't come on then you pull a dummy plug out and plug in the dynamite cord. And
then you take your static line from your backpack and hook it on a hook above the navigator's
hatch and put your chest pack on and stick your feet out the navigator's hatch and away we
go. Well it took so long for all this to get done it was only 45 seconds for me, and I learned
that from a photo recon ship that was flying along photographing and timing everything.
Question:

So where did your plane end up, do you know?
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Answer:
Yeah it was shot down, coming into the target second time around. The first
time around they tried to dive it in and the elevator control didn't work. So they brought it
around to try and do it again, and the second time around well they had an aircraft battery
that had all that time to zero in on it, so on the second approach they shot it down. But that's
the last airplane they ever shot down because they were killed from the concussion.
Question:

Yeah, that was probably a little surprise to them when they hit that one, eh?

Answer:

Yeah, oh yeah.

Question:

So even though it didn't hit its target it still must have done...

Answer:
Yeah. In this as I understand it in the ah, histories, the people that investigate
these things, the Germans, when they investigated this, they knew they shot down our
airplane but they couldn't find anything left of it. And they, what the hell, that sucker really
had a bomb load (laughs) on it, you know. So they was kind of mystified. And they didn't find
any people and that was also a uh, yeah any of 'em that they got to see or wonder about,
they wondered about no guns, and no crew. So I guess they had a pretty good idea about
what was going on but it was so late in the project then that Patton and the tanks had already
taken the missile sites so that was no longer a target. The missile launch sites were no longer
a target. So they started using 'em on submarine pens and industrial targets. But when they
wanted to start using them on populations, large populated cities, Churchill said no way, and
ah, to President Roosevelt. So that was, that was when the last two were launched New Year's
Eve, as I understand, or the first of January and ah, that was the end of it. They decided they
hadn't had enough success to continue with it.
Question:
And what year would this have been, I mean this must have been pretty much
the tail end of it.
Answer:

January 1945.

Question:

'45, yeah.

Answer:

Yeah.

Answer:
Now the same, the same people, the technical people from Wright -Patterson
who were running Aphrodite, wound up being the same people who were flying the radio
controlled B-17's through the atom bomb clouds out in the Pacific nuclear tests. Crossroads
was the first Pacific nuclear tests, and the same guys that ah, were working with us on
Aphrodite were running that. I ran into them at Clovis, New Mexico in June of 1945 and they
said hey, we need you in this outfit because I'd been on Aphrodite. So they got me transferred
and General Spaatz signed the order (laughs) transferring me from this 467th bomb group, I
think it was, at Clovis to Air Research and Development command so I started training pilots
to fly radio controlled B-17's through the atom bomb clouds and other uses, too.
Question:

So they ended up being able to perfect the...

Answer:
Yeah, they were able to perfect it and now it's really perfected, you know. Boy
they've got pilotless aircraft flying thousands and thousands of miles doing photo recon. It's
the most effective use of it today. But all this started out with Aphrodite, see?
Question:

Well I heard you say something about TV cameras.
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Answer:

Yeah, yeah.

Question:

What was that?

Answer:
Well ah, it was either Eglund or Wright field had been testing this, putting
television cameras through the nose of the baby so we started testing it there during the
month of July. I flew several test missions working on developing this television camera
Answer:
See the control pilot and the mother ship had his TV receiver right there like
where the bomb site would normally be and his control box there also, and the ah, transmitter
was in the nose of the baby ship. It was looking out at the terrain so that, the control pilot was
seeing where he was going, where the baby was going. And trying to line it up on the target
by television. Which eventually, worked out fine, several years later, but it didn't work out
worth a damn in 1944. It wasn't, TV wasn't developed enough at that point. But it was a good
idea, you see, and it has progressed now to where we see instantaneously what these
astronauts are doing in their capsules, couple a hundred miles above the earth, or on the
moon even. We get, we look at them on television now walking on the moon and back in '44
they didn't have it developed (laughs) you know, that good. But it was under development,
you see, it was under development then. And it had just progressed from that to the present
day sophistication.
Question:

Must be kind of neat to be able to look back and think you were kind

Answer:

..

Answer:
Yeah, I was a part of that, you know (laughs). Yeah it really, I do, I swell with
pride in looking back and thinking, you know what? I was a (laughs) one of those back then.
Question:

Well I wonder how many other little World War II secrets there were that had...

Answer:
Oh. All kinds of them I'm sure, 'cause I'm, the more reading you do the more
you find out, mysterious things that went on that you never dreamed or you never knew
about. And there again you say my God, I was right there, I was right next door and I didn't
know it was going on (laughs).
Question:

That's, I've asked a lot of the Vets.

Question:

Did you know at the time you were a part of history or do you only realize it...

Answer:

Oh no. I was just doing my job, getting a little excitement (laughs).

Question:

Were you just a kid?

Answer:
I knew I was doing something that was new, and that makes it exciting you
know. When you're doing something for the first time it's ever been done. Or developing
something that needs developing. You get a sense of pride from that, you know.
Question:

Were you just a kid pilot, were you pretty young?

Answer:

Oh no, I was, I was an old man (laughs). I was 26.

Question:

Oh that was probably an old man at 26.
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Answer:

Yeah, yeah I've, there were kids 18 and 19, you know, on my crew.

Question:
Did they, you had enough age and wisdom, when you sat down in this plane and
you have all this explosive wiring back here, which I assume is not as stable as it could be...
Answer:

Oh no.

Question:

Well what was going through your mind, or was it just...

Answer:
Well, it was a concern. I'd say what if that stuff shifts you know, or, but not
enough to really worry about it. You gotta, I figure, boy old Joe better tie that stuff down
(laughs) good, you know, or I'll have his ass (laughs), you know. You got to depend on Joe to
do his job.
Question:

You got to get back to get his ass though.

Answer:
Yeah, yeah, you got to get back there. But you think about it. Especially, you
know, when I turned the switch on for the, ah, converter and those sparks were flying that
close to the dynamite cord, boy that got my attention (laughs) I'll tell you. My hair on my neck
kind of stood up when I saw that (laughs).
Question:
So it's pretty interesting because they talk about Yankee ingenuity in World War
II, this was a real good example...
Answer:

Yeah.

Question:
And you didn't succeed but yet it was trying to find something to do with what
we had and...
Answer:
It was a stepping stone to something better. And ah, we have taken what we
learned from that and developed something really worthwhile, something that does work
every time. Or almost every time anyway.
Question:

So where were you when the war ended?

Answer:
I was at Chatham Field, Georgia, flying B-29's. Yeah it was my daughter's
birthday, August 15th. Of course, she was one-year-old on August 15th, when I...
Question:

Do you think that there's a message from World War II for future generations?

Answer:
Yes, I think so. Together we stand and divided we fall. 'Cause boy we really
pulled together, it just, I can't believe how well the whole nation pulled together to win that
war. 'Cause that was a bugger, you know, it was really tough on all Theatres and ah, the
women who took those jobs in those aircraft factories and that did all those jobs, the nurses,
the, that took the place of the, did the jobs that the men normally do. But ah, boy we couldn't
have won without it. But I just think it's so wonderful the way everybody pitched in and did it
together. Now that's kind of hard to find nowadays 'cause you get a bunch of people together
to try to do something, you got just that many or more hagglers who are harassing you and
trying to make it more difficult.
Question:

What do you think when you see the flag go by?

Answer:

Hah. I burst with pride. And I cry when I see it burn.
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Question:
I just interviewed a vet that was in the South Pacific and he said that's an
interesting dilemma because basically the same thing, except he talked about, you know, I
fought for their freedom to be able to do that .
Answer:

Um hm.

Question:

To be able to burn that flag.

Answer:

Yeah.

Question:

See that's a real weird dilemma to think about.

Answer:

Yeah. I guess. But I'd still like to kick the ass of the guy that does it.

Question:
Do you think that this generation understands what freedom is? Not your
generation, mine and younger, do we have a concept of what we have?
Answer:
Um, I don't think you really do. I think they think it's a, kind of like the weather,
you know. Freedom comes and goes, but I don't know I don't like to say anything against
younger generations as we call it. But I surely do think that we can look with pride at our
togetherness and the job we did in winning this freedom. And ah, we need more people like
that as the years go on and on and the generations come and go.
Question:

What do you think the history books have left out of World War II?

Answer:
Gee, I don't know if they left out anything. I feel like they've done a good job.
But I like what I'm seeing now, trying to get a little more of it person-to-person you know. It
kind of gives a kick to old guys like me for somebody to be interested in what we did 53 years
ago.
Question:

I was going to say, it only took us 50 years to ah...

Answer:
To appreciate it. That's, that's kind of amazing, that it took all this time to get
patriotic again (laughs).
Question:

What ah, um, when did you go into the service, at what point in the war?

Answer:
June of '42. Ah, I was working for the post office in Fort Sill, Oklahoma, on Pearl
Harbor day, December 7th. And I was having lunch in my car when I heard on the radio that
Pearl Harbor had been attacked. But I had always wanted to be a pilot and especially an Army
pilot. And um, so I couldn't wait to see if I couldn't get into pilot training. And I made it so, I
ah, I entered the civilian pilot training program first. And um, on June 5th, I think it was, I got
my private pilot's license, graduated from that civilian pilot training program, and uh took my
Air Force exam, and ah, passed it, and I was sworn in June 5th, 1942 as a private in the Air
Corp, Air Corp Reserve, waiting to be called active duty as an aviation cadet. And um,
November 11th, Memorial, or Armistice Day they called it, I was called to active duty and went
to Santa Anna, California for my pre-flight training, they call it basic training now. And then I
went to primary flight school in Santa Anna, California, I think it was in February of '43. And
then La More, California for basic and then Douglas, Arizona for advanced. And I ah, got my
commission and my pilot wings, first of October 1943. I was in pilot class 43-I. And that's
when I realized my life's ambition, up to that point anyway.
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Question:

Where did they send you?

Answer:
And then I, then they sent me to Roswell, New Mexico to B-17 training. So I
finished that training in December, December 19th, and got on a train to Salt Lake City, Utah
to pick up my combat crew and all my equipment. And then I went to Ardmore, Oklahoma
after I, I and my crew when to Ardmore and went through combat crew training for B-17's,
and I was the aircraft commander, and pilot, I had a co-pilot, bombardier, navigator, and six
gunners. Had a top turret gunner, who was an engineer, a ball turret gunner, radio operator
gunner, and a left and right waist gunner and a tail gunner. So ten of us, and we went, we
stayed together from then until we completed our combat tour. When I went on Aphrodite,
instead of just sitting around and not flying, they had them fly with other pilots in the
squadron while I was on temporary duty. And so they got ahead of me in missions. But after I
left Aphrodite, came back, and I got my crew back, and we finished their tour first, and then I
finished my tour November the 16th of '44, and got promoted to captain the same day. Also I
was the only one that got back from the mission that day. The weather was so bad that ah, all
the other airplanes landed at other bases, in England, and France and Belgium and all over.
But boy, nothing was going to be keeping me back (laughs) that day. So I made my first pass
and ah, I wasn't lined up well enough for the runway. It was foggy, so foggy it was pathetic
and you could hardly see anything. But I could see the runway lights enough to know that I
couldn't make it, so I poured the coal on to go around again and boy, another B-17 coming in
from the opposite direction. So we just barely missed each other, and he gave up and went
somewhere else, but I came around and I made it the second try. But I was the only one that
got back that night so I had nobody to celebrate with (laughs). But I celebrated the next day,
because the next day, my squadron commander came over and pinned my captain bars on
me, and I had to buy drinks for the whole bar. There went my first month's pay raise (laughs).
Question:

Did, ah, did all your crew make it back?

Answer:
Yeah, we all made it back. Nobody wounded, or no purple hearts. We had lots of
air medals and I had the distinguished flying cross from Aphrodite. Ah, I guess my records
show that I have a, um an oak leaf cluster to my distinguished flying cross. But it never was
awarded so... But it's in my records somewhere.
Question:

When, did you stay in touch, I mean I don't know if all of them are still alive?

Answer:
Yeah we've ah. No, I'm the only one that I know of who's still alive. I kept in
touch with my co-pilot and my bombardier. My co-pilot died last ah, I think it was September
of last year, and my bombardier died in March or April, March I think it was, of this year.
Question:

So what do those guys mean to you?

Answer:

Oh, they...

Question:
In, in, how I ask this is, on your time line of life World War II was this very,
very short time...
Answer:

Um hm.

Question:

But yet I've discovered that there's this very unique...

Answer:
I have found that, I don't know, I don't know what there is about it but even
people I've talked to, that was only nine or ten months of my whole life, but I remember
things that happened during that ten months more vividly than any other period of my life.
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And I think it's because we were getting shot at, you know (laughs) and I think that makes
you remember being missed, at least, because I've had some really close calls. God I have a
couple pieces of flak that I brought back, and one of them was right in the windshield, right in
front of my face, but it stuck in the windshield, it would have hit me right in the face, and
another one that came it and just missed my elbow and hit the top of the cockpit and fell back
down. So I brought those two pieces of flak back with me. I have them mounted in my
shadow box (laughs). But as far as how I felt with those two guys it, you feel like brothers,
really close. Yeah, they... I was sure happy to get to, I got together with 'em at least once
every two years, my bombardier. But my co-pilot, he came up to visit me a couple of times
extra, other than just at the reunions. But I'm the only one that I know of still living. I'm the
only one of my family still living so I'm the patriarch (laughs). I was the eighth child and all
my brothers and sisters, gone. So I'm happy to be here, and happy for what health I have.
You know, I used to fill out these questionnaires you know, how do you rate your health, I
always says very good or excellent, lately I start looking at that word fair or good (laughs) or
what. I don't know whether to say fair or good. And when they say what's wrong with you I
say arthritis, you know.
Question:

Well I say, thank you very much.
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